DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
restaurants and hotels and bars and night-clubs. This continues
at this moment, as I write, in Prague, in November 1938. Only a
few miles away, at this very moment, synagogues are burning.
Thousands of Jews have been turned out, neck and crop, from
Germany into Poland; hundreds into Czechoslovakia. Here in
Prague the Jews are eating, laughing, dancing as if they had no
cares. Of all the prevalent misconceptions about the Jews the
worst is that they are cowardly. They are most courageous — for
a cause that is their own. They are also irrepressible.
Many people were puzzled by something I once wrote about the
Jews— that when Hitler had passed away they would still be
trading in the Kurfurstendamm, in the Karntnerstrasse. You seem
to be right about some things, they said, but you are clearly nuts
about this. The Jews are being exterminated. Soon they will be
no more.
Don't believe it. You are fooling yourself if you do. Try and
realize that the great majority of the Jews who were in Germany
when Hitler came to power are there now, that the majority of
the shops in such main shopping thoroughfares as the Kurfiir-
stendamm are Jewish — I write this in the knowledge that they
were wrecked yesterday, and I wonder how those British insurance
companies are feeling about it — and this mass of Jews will stay
there.
Of course they will go through bad times, but they will stay
there and survive them. Hitler should live, say, another twenty
years, or thereabouts. From Vienna the Jews were banished cfor
all time5 —a favourite phrase of the Fiihrer —in 1422, and
subsequent clearances were made in 1554,1567, 1573, 1575, 1600,
1614 and 1624. In ^70 they were banished for all time again.
All through the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, in spite of
periodic banishments, their influence increased. In 1879 the last
strongholds — State service and university chairs — fell to them.
In 1937 Vienna had more Jews than ever before and they
prospered exceedingly.
I don't think, the Jews paade good or fair use, on the whole, of
the flinging-open of all doors to them, and they are now descending
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